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Access to financial records is always challenging in matrimonial actions.  So what is 
the best way to obtain copies of prior year tax returns? 
  
First, if the tax return was prepared by a paid preparer, ask them for a copy.  By 
law, paid preparers are required to retain copies of tax returns and all supporting 
records for 3 years after the due date of the return, or 3 years after the return was 
presented for signature.  Some firms may have internal policies to retain tax returns 
for a longer period than required by law, perhaps as long as 7 or 10 years.  So, try 
there first, it will probably be faster and cheaper.   
  
To access the full article go to the Brisbane Consulting Group website at: 
http://www.briscon.com/con_resources_newsletters.asp. 
  
  
Brisbane Consulting Group, LLC was formed in 1995 as a subsidiary of Lumsden & 
McCormick, LLP to meet the ever growing demand for business valuation and 
forensic accounting services.  Brisbane Consulting Group specializes in the valuation 
of closely held businesses, investigatice accounting and litigation support services.    
  
Lou Cercone is the Managing Director of Brisbane Consulting Group in charge of 
business valuations, forensic accounting, and litigation support services. He has 
extensive valuation experience and has served as a financial consultant and expert 
to attorneys in the economic aspects of matrimonial dissolution. Lou can be reached 
at 716-856-3428 or via email at lcercone@briscon.com. 

 
 
 


